
African Slender-Snouted Crocodile
Crocodylus cataphractus

 

RANGE:
Central and West Africa, from Mauritania and Senegal to North Angola east to Zaire, Zambia, and East

STATUS:
Endangered

HABITAT:
Rivers with dense over hanging vegetation, lakes

DIET: CARNIVORE
Insects, crabs, �sh, frogs

ACTIVE:
Dinural

LIFESPAN:
Captive: 45-50 yrs
Wild: Unknown

OFFSPRING:
13-27 eggs per clutch

LENGTH:
10-13 ft (2.5-4.2 m)

WEIGHT:
275-716 lb (125-325 kg)

Slender snouted crocodiles are among the least studied and least known of the 24 crocodilian species, 
which include all alligators and crocodiles.
“Where I live”
Slender-snouted crocodiles are found in Central and West Africa, from Mauritania and Senegal to North 
Angola east to Zaire, Zambia, and East Tanzania. They live mainly in rivers and lakes and prefer freshwater 
over saltwater. They are very rare in captivity, and The Maryland Zoo is one of few North American zoos to 
hold this species.

“How I live there”
Slender snouted crocodiles eat mainly �sh and crustaceans. They hunt by swimming parallel to the shore-
line and curving their tails to trap �sh in shallow water. Larger members of the species may prey opportu-

 

RANGE:
southern New Jersey south through peninsular Florida and west to 
Louisiana and parts of Kentucky

STATUS:
not endangered; Species of Special Cocern in Florida

HABITAT:
wooded groves, rocky hillsides, meadowlands, woodlots, barns, 
abandoned buildings

DIET: CARNIVORE
rodents, birds, bats, lizards, frogs

ACTIVE:
primarily nocturnal

LIFESPAN:
Captive: up to 23 years
Wild: much less

OFFSPRING:
10-30 eggs per clutch

LENGTH:
30-48 in (76-122 cm

The Corn Snake supposedly got its name from the resemblance of its 
belly markings to kernels of maize or Indian corn. It is also called the 
Red Ratsnake, in recognition of its coloration and its common prey.
“Where I live”
Corn snakes live in the eastern United States from southern New 
Jersey south to Florida and west to Louisiana and parts of Kentucky. 
They are one of 27 species of snake found in Maryland, but are more 
common further south. They inhabit meadowlands and wooded 
groves, especially sandy pine and scrub oak woods.

“How I live there”
Corn snakes mostly stay out of sight, hiding beneath logs, rocks, and 
other readily available shelter during the day. They are frequently 
found in woodlots or along abandoned railroads where they use rot-
ting ties as shelter. They feed every few days on mice, rats, birds, bats, 
and lizards. They will climb trees, visit trash piles, and enter aban-
doned buildings in search of prey. They also go underground into 

East African Black Mud Turtle
Pelusios subniger subniger

 

HABITAT:
Lakes, streams, swamps, marshes

DIET: CARNIVORE
Frogs, �sh, aquatic invertebrates

ACTIVE:
Nocturnal

LIFESPAN:
Captive: Over 50 yrs
Wild: Up to 47 yrs

OFFSPRING:
3-12 eggs per clutch

LENGTH:
carapace: 8-10 inches (20-25 cm)

WEIGHT:
2.2 lb (1 kg)

Eastern Box Turtle
Terrapene carolina carolina

 

STATUS:
Least Concern near threatened

HABITAT:
Woodlands, pastures, meadows

DIET: HERBIVORE
Grasses, �owers, berries, insects, carrion 
earthworms

ACTIVE:
Dinural

LIFESPAN:
Captive: Unknown
Wild: 35-40 yrs on average; up to 100 yrs

OFFSPRING:
2-5 clutches per year (3-6 eggs per clutch 
on average)

LENGTH:
Shell: 4-9 in (10-22 cm)

WEIGHT:
10.5-18.5 oz

Common Raven
Corvus corax
 
 

RANGE:
throughout Northern Hemisphere

HABITAT:
forest, tundra, grassland, cities, deserts, sea coasts

DIET: CARNIVORE
animal carcasses, rodents, grains, seeds

ACTIVE:
diurnal

LIFESPAN:
Captive: 24 yrs
Wild: unknown

OFFSPRING:
4-6 eggs per clutch

LENGTH:
22-27 in (56-59 cm)

WEIGHT:
24-58 oz (689-1,625 g)

The common raven is the largest species of songbird and the largest 
all-black bird in the world.
“Where I live”
Ravens live throughout the world. They are one of the most widespread 
species on earth, living throughout North America and Eurasia, as far 
north as the Arctic and as far south as Central America and northern 
Africa. They occupy many types of habitat, including tundra, forest, 
desert, tropics, and mountains. At The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, 
ravens are exhibited in the Polar Bear Watch exhibit along with other 
species native to the Arctic.

“How I live there”
Ravens can survive almost everywhere because they are such adaptable 
opportunists. They take advantage of any meal that presents itself and 
they adjust to di�erent living conditions and threats. They are both 
predators and scavengers that will work cooperatively to secure a meal. 
If ravens encounter a polar bear feeding, for example, one or two birds 
may distract the bear while the others steal bits

from the kill. Ravens scavenge carrion and garbage, steal birds’ eggs and 

African Leopard
Panthera pardus
 
 

RANGE:
sub-Saharan Africa, southern Asia; scattered populations in north Africa 
and Arabia

STATUS:
Stable

HABITAT:
savanna, woodlands, tropical forest

DIET: CARNIVORE
other mammals, birds, arthropods

ACTIVE:
nocturnal

LIFESPAN:
Captive: 21-23 yrs
Wild: 7-9 yrs

OFFSPRING:
1-3 young per litter

LENGTH:
40-75 in (100-190 cm)

WEIGHT:
66-155 lb (30-70 kg)

A leopard’s next meal probably isn’t going to know it until it’s too late. 
This big cat, solitary and aloof, is a master of stealth. Whether draped in a 
tree, on the prowl, or attacking in a furious blur of spots, claw and tooth, 
the leopard epitomizes feline grace and strength.
“Where I live”

Leopards in general — and African leopards included — live in more di-
verse habitats than any other mammal except man and some rodents. 
African leopards are spread across the entire African continent, living ev-
erywhere except the most extreme areas of the Sahara and Namib des-
erts. They can adapt to grasslands, bush, rugged mountains and arid 
desert, but truly thrive in rainforest habitat.

Leopards survive in a wide variety of habitats because they’ll eat just 
about anything and they exploit their environment exceptionally well. 
Leopards eat birds, snakes, rodents and other small mammals, all kinds of 
antelope, wild sheep and goats, and livestock. Alone among big cats, 
leopards will exist in proximity to humans. Very rarely will a leopard prey 
upon humans, however. Wherever they go, leopards can carve out a 
niche for themselves and �nd food.

“How I live there”
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